
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : TUESDAY, 3 FEBRUARY, 2015 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

 

MEC MCHUNU NOTES WITH CONCERNS THE ARREST OF OPHONGOLO POLICE 
OFFICERS. 
  
KWAZULU-NATAL MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, has 
noted with concerns the arrest of two police officers in oPhongolo, Northern KZN. 

Yesterday, February 02, 2015 the Provincial Tracking Team and Pongola Detectives 
arrested two police officers aged 35 and 44 at Pongola, allegedly for business robbery and 
kidnapping.  

It is alleged that two months back, the victims were confronted by a group of men while they 
were performing guard duties at a shop. The suspects forced the victims into a taxi and 
drove off with them. They tied them with cable ties and left them in a sugar- cane field before 
returning to the shop. 

It is alleged that the suspects tried to break the safe in the shop but failed. They allegedly 
stole five radios and cigarettes before fleeing.  

A case of business robbery was reported and opened at the Pongola Police Station for 
investigation. 

On 14 December 2014, two suspects aged 44 and 45 were arrested by Detectives. The first 
two suspects appeared at the Pongola Magistrates Court on 15 December 2014 and were 
remanded into custody until 19 February 2015.  

Warrants of arrest where then obtained when it was discovered that the two police officers 
were allegedly part of the group that robbed the store. The two police officers will also be 
charged for business robbery and kidnapping. More arrests are expected. 

Mchunu today (Tuesday, 3 February 2015), welcomed this arrest but expressed concerns at 
the allegations that police officers were involved in a robbery. 



“It is, indeed, of grave concerns if there are suggestions that police officers, the very 
people who are charged with maintaining law and order, are now involved in 
undermining the law. 

“We welcome the arrests of the two officers. We have said time and again that the 
majority of people who are serving in the police service are men and women of high 
integrity. Equally, we have accepted that there are those few within the force who are 
rotten apples. 

“We are clear that on instances like these, the law should take its course without fear 
or favour. However, we wish to caution members of the public not to assume that all 
police officers are corrupt. 

“Our message is clear. Let us work with those police officers who are law abiding and 
serving with integrity. Equally, let us expose and isolate those who are not 
trustworthy and corrupt,” said Mchunu.  

He urged the community to work with police to ensure that those who are untrustworthy are 
isolated and shamed. 
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